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My first 100 days as your MP

Last week marked 100 days since the General Election. It also marked an absolutely 

unprecedented step by government: asking everybody to stay at home in the face of the outbreak 

of the novel coronavirus COVID-19. So while I remain keen for you to know about the work I have 

been doing on behalf of you and residents of the Aylesbury constituency since my election, it is 

inevitable that I should start with coronavirus.

Coronavirus
The focus of the entire country is rightly now on tackling COVID-19. We face the most serious 

public health crisis for a century, which has a massive impact on each and every one of us. 

Dealing with coronavirus is the top priority for the government and for all MPs. The Prime Minister, 

Health Secretary and Chancellor have made it clear that they will do whatever it takes to fight this 

disease, to save lives and to protect livelihoods. The Prime Minister confirmed this to me when I 

asked him directly in Prime Minister's Questions on Wednesday 18 March, saying "we've not only 

put another £5bn into the NHS last week... but we will certainly do whatever it takes, and provide 

whatever funding is necessary, to help our NHS through this crisis and... to support the whole 

country". Because it is such a fast-moving situation, I will not write more here, as it will quickly be 

out of date. I am updating my website, Facebook and social media regularly - sometimes several 

times a day - in order to share the most up-to-date information. Anyone with urgent personal 

issues can contact me through my email (rob.butler.mp@parliament.uk), and I will do my very 

best to help. 

The latest government advice and information can be found here: www.gov.uk/coronavirus

The latest advice on Coronavirus from the NHS can be found 

at: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

You can also find out more at the Buckinghamshire Council Community Hub page 

at: https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus/community-hub/
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Leaving the EU

It is no exaggeration to say that the 100 days since that election have been something of a 

whirlwind. On the national scene, the Prime Minister was very clear that we would Get Brexit 

Done and leave the EU by 31st January, so one of our first votes was to put the Withdrawal 

Agreement into law. We did that, as promised, on time, and the government is now negotiating a 

new relationship with the EU. This will see us as partners and friends, keen to find common cause 

and achieve growth for all our economies, but enabling the UK to have control of its borders, its 

laws and its money as a sovereign independent nation. With goodwill and hard work on all sides, 

there is the prospect of a dynamic and prosperous future relationship. And of course we now also 

have the opportunity to secure trade deals with other countries around the world; the US is one of 

the first, but there will also be fantastic deals to be done with members of the Commonwealth and 

other nations.

HS2
Locally, the dominant theme has been HS2. It was without doubt the number one issue on the 

doorstep during the election campaign, and I make no apology for focussing the vast majority of 

my time on it in the first months as your MP. There was a unique opportunity to try to stop the 

project, triggered by the decision to commission an independent review. There are more details 



on this further on in this newsletter, but sadly, ultimately, the battle was lost, and HS2 will go 

ahead. However, that is not the end of the story, and I will work relentlessly to hold HS2 Ltd and 

its contractors to account in the years ahead to ensure that constituents are treated fairly.

Settling In
All new MPs start with a completely fresh sheet of paper. Their predecessor’s staff are made 

redundant, and the new member must recruit and train his or her own team. Of course, in some 

ways, this is a good thing – it means the MP can select the best group of people to deliver a great 

service for constituents. But it does take time. In fact, even now my office is still not quite fully 

staffed. I am sorry that some constituents have had to wait for replies to some of their questions. I 

hope you will understand that it has been necessary to prioritise the most urgent cases that 

require my direct help. I am delighted to have found an absolutely excellent group of people, most 

of them local, to work with me both in Westminster and in the constituency. As they begin work 

and get up to speed over the next couple of months, I am confident that they will be able to 

provide a superb service both locally and nationally, helping with specific casework or dealing with 

queries on policy issues.

New MPs must also learn about the protocol and procedure of the House of Commons. It can 

seem old-fashioned to have to spend the best part of an hour standing up and sitting down (this is 

known as "bobbing") in the hope of “catching the Speaker’s eye”. But if you do, there is the 

opportunity to ask a minister a direct question on behalf of constituents in the full public view of 

the chamber, and that is undoubtedly a very good way to raise the profile of local issues. I have 

been lucky enough to be able to ask questions on several important matters, including HS2, town 

centre regeneration, policing, prisons and of course COVID-19. I promised to make your voices 

heard in Parliament and I try to do so as often as possible – my social media accounts have 

videos of most of my interventions and questions.

These are all areas that will feature heavily in my work for you over the coming years. I take very 

seriously my promise on election night to work relentlessly for you here, and at Westminster, and 

will do my best to deliver on those commitments.

My Maiden Speech 

On 26th February, I delivered my maiden speech in the House of Commons. I was 

proud to speak about the fantastic town of Aylesbury, as well as the wonderful 

villages and hamlets that make up my constituency. You can watch the full speech in 

the video below.



In the Constituency
In my first 100 days as an MP, I have visited many local organisations...

I visited the Pace Centre to learn 

about the work they do with children 

with motor disorders. 

I saw the inspirational sport being 

provided for children with disabilities by 

WheelPower in Stoke Mandeville.



I went to Stoke Mandeville Combined 

School to hand out maps of safer 

routes to school and speak to children 

about sustainable travel.

I spoke to firefighters and volunteers 

at Stokenchurch Fire Station

about the importance of emergency 

services in rural areas. 

I visited Holly Green Farm in 

Bledlow to learn more about dairy 

farming and their commitment to 

sustainability. 

I spent a morning at Lindengate 

Mental Health Charity in Wendover to 

see the work they are doing using 

horticulture to improve mental health.

I met students from the John Colet 

School to discuss their bid for a 

new canteen. I was impressed by 

their powerful lobbying. 

I went to Citizens Advice in 

Aylesbury where I met volunteers 

and spoke about the great work they 

are doing to help local people. 



In Westminster

In these past 100 days, much of my work has been championing the interests of my constituents 
in Parliament, raising local issues at a national level. So far in Parliament I have...

Justice Select Committee

I am proud to have been selected to serve on the Justice Select Committee, utilising my past 
experience as a non-executive director of HM Prison and Probation Service, magistrate member 
of the Sentencing Council and a Board member of the Youth Justice Board. Justice, specifically 
youth justice, is a particular passion of mine and I look forward to doing more work in this area. 
This is particularly important in my constituency given that it is home to Aylesbury Young 
Offenders Institution. As I said in my maiden speech, I firmly believe that prison and probation 
officers are the unsung heroes of our public services.



HS2

I am keen to get to know as many local organisations and businesses as possible. If you would 
like me to visit you, once the current crisis is over, please get in touch at
rob.butler.mp@parliament.uk

Top: With then-Chancellor, Sajid Javid, arguing that HS2 is not good value for money.
Middle Left: Discussing HS2 with Transport Secretary Grant Shapps in Stoke Mandeville and showing him the 
natural environment that HS2 will damage.
Middle Right: Explaining to a director of HS2 Ltd the need to dramatically improve their treatment of constituents.
Bottom Left: Meeting with HS2 Minister, Andrew Stephenson, to discuss alternative routes for HS2.
Bottom Right: Asking a question in the House of Commons on how the Government will make sure that HS2 
represents good value for money for all UK taxpayers.



My opposition to HS2 has been clear from the outset. I said back in December that I do not 
believe there is a credible economic or environmental case for HS2 and that still holds true. Since 
my election, I have fought hard in Parliament against HS2, raising the serious concerns of my 
constituents to both the Chancellor and the Transport Secretary, as well as other officials in the 
Department for Transport. This included arguing the compelling case for a mined tunnel in 
Wendover to protect the beauty of the landscape. Most recently, I presented an alternative route 
to the Minister for HS2 that would reopen the old Great Central Line and spare Bucks from some 
of the environmental harm that HS2 will inevitably bring. Unfortunately, I was told that the route for 
Phase 1 was now fixed. The decision of the Government to proceed with HS2, which will destroy 
over 100 ancient woodlands in the process, is both disappointing and incredibly frustrating. 
Having spoken to numerous affected residents, business and farmers, I do not underestimate the 
impact that this project will have, and has already had, on many of my constituents. So, my focus 
is now on ensuring the best possible mitigation and compensation. I will work relentlessly to hold 
the bosses of HS2 Ltd accountable and demand that my constituents are treated with the respect 
they deserve, that includes paying all money owed and complying with all the legal requirements 
that have been placed upon the company. I urge anyone who encounters problems with HS2 Ltd 
to contact me directly.

What's Next?
In the constituency...
For now, surgeries will be by telephone rather than face-to-face, due to coronavirus. The next 
surgery dates are:

• Friday 1st May
• Friday 15th May
• Friday 29th May

Please email rob.butler.mp@parliament.uk to make an appointment

Contact Me:
Now that both my Westminster and Aylesbury offices are almost set up, please get in 

contact if there is any matter that I may be able to help with or if you would like to 

share your views on a political subject with me.

To contact my Westminster office:

email: rob.butler.mp@parliament.uk

tel: 020 7219 1149

To contact my Aylesbury office (for casework enquiries): 

email: rob.butler.mp@parliament.uk

tel: 01296 587001

Visit My Website
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